
National Service Scheme (NSS) 

About National Service Scheme (NSS) 

The National Service Scheme (NSS) is a Central Sector Scheme of Government of India, 

Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports. It provides opportunity to the student youth of 11th 

& 12th Class of schools at +2 Board level and student youth of Technical Institution, 

Graduate & Post Graduate at colleges and University level of India to take part in 

various government led community service activities & programmes. The sole aim of the 

NSS is to provide hands on experience to young students in delivering community 

service. Since inception of the NSS in the year 1969, the number of students strength 

increased from 40,000 to over 3.8 million up to the end of March 2018 students in 

various universities, colleges and Institutions of higher learning have volunteered to 

take part in various community service programmes. 

Initiation: 

Later, the Education Commission (headed by D.S. Kothari from 1964–1966) 

recommended that students at every stage of education should be associated with some 

form of social service. This was taken into account by the state education ministers 

during their April 1967 conference; they recommended that university students could 

join the National Cadet Corps. (NCC) (Which was already inexistence on a voluntary 

basis) or the new National Service Scheme. Promising athletes, however, should be 

exempted from both and allowed to join another scheme: the National Sports 

Organization (NSO). The September 1969 Vice Chancellors' Conference welcomed this 

recommendation, and suggested that a special committee of vice-chancellors could 

examine the question in detail. In a government statement of national policy on 

education, it was stated that work experience and national service should be an integral 

part of education. 

Launch of National Service Scheme: 

In May 1969, a conference of student representatives (of universities and institutions of 

higher education) convened by the Ministry of Education and the University Grants 

Commission also unanimously agreed that a national-service scheme could be an 

instrument for national integration. The details were soon worked out and the Planning 

Commission sanctioned an outlay of Rs. five crores for the NSS during the Fourth Five-

Year Plan, stipulating that the NSS be a pilot project in select institutions and 

universities. On 24 September 1969, then-Union Education Minister V.K.R.V. Rao 

launched the NSS at 37 universities in all states. The scheme has been extended to all 

states and universities in the country, and also +2-level institutes in many states. 

 



Our Aims and objectives: 

 Understand the Community in which they work. 

 Understand themselves in relation to their Community. 

 Identify the needs & problems of the Community and involve them in problem 

solving process. 

 Develop among them a sense of social and civic responsibility. 

 Utilize their knowledge their finding practical solutions to individual & 

community problems. 

 Develop competence required for group living and sharing of responsibilities. 

 Gain skill in mobilizing community participation. 

 Acquire leadership qualities and democratic attitude. 

 Develop capacity to meet emergencies and natural disaster. 

 Practice national integration and society harmony. 

 The educational goal of the NSS implies that besides gaining understanding of 

concepts like community, social structure, Power Conflict etc. occurring in real 

life situations, Students should acquire competence in the field of program 

planning. 

 The service goal of NSS also calls educational approach in solving community 

problems. Its purpose is to help the community to recognize its needs and to 

assist in the mobilization of resources to meet these needs.  

 Both the educational goal and the service goal of the NSS should be kept in mind 

while planning  

 Service activities by the students under the regular NSS program. 

 

The Motto  

The motto or watchword of the National Service Scheme is: ‘NOT ME BUT YOU’. This 

reflects the essence of democratic living and upholds the need for selfless service and 

appreciation of the other person’s point of view and also to show consideration for 

fellow human beings. It underlines that the welfare of an individual is ultimately 

dependent on the welfare of society on the whole. Therefore, it should be the aim of the 

NSS to demonstrate this motto in its day-to-day programme. 

 

 

 

 



NSS Symbol 

The symbol of the National Service Scheme, as appearing on the cover page of this 

Manual is based on the ‘Rath’ wheel of the Konark Sun Temple situated in Orissa. These 

giant wheels of the Sun Temple portray the cycle of creation, preservation and release,  

and signify the movement in life across time and space. The design of the symbol, a 

simplified form of the Sun-chariot wheel primarily depicts movement. The wheel  

signifies the progressive cycle of life. It stands for continuity as well as change and 

implies the continuous striving of NSS for social transformation and upliftment.   

NSS Badge: 

The NSS logo is embossed on the badge of NSS. The eight bars in the wheel of NSS logo 

represent the 24 hours of a day. The red colour indicates that the volunteer is full of 

young blood that is lively, active, energetic and full of high spirit. The navy blue colour 

indicates the cosmos of which the NSS is tiny part, ready to contribute its share for the 

welfare of the mankind. 

Benefits of Being a NSS Volunteer: 

 

A NSS volunteer who takes part in the community service programme would either be a 

college level or a senior secondary level student. Being an active member these student 

volunteers would have the exposure and experience to be the following: 

 an accomplished social leader 

 an efficient administrator 

 a person who understands human nature 

Major Activities: 

1.      National Integration Camp (NIC): 

The National Integration Camp (NIC) is organized every year and the duration of each 

camp is of 7 days with day-night boarding & lodging. These camps are held in different 

parts of the country. Each camp involves 200 NSS volunteers to undertake the 

scheduled activities. 

2.      Adventure Program: 

The camps are held every year which are attended by approximately 1500 NSS 

volunteers with at least 50% of the volunteers being girl students. These camps are 

conducted in Himalayan Region in the North and Arunachal Pradesh in North East 



region. The adventure activities undertaken in these camps includes trekking of 

mountains, water rafting, Para-sailing and basic skiing. 

3.      NSS Republic Day Parade Camp: 

The first Republic Day Camp of NSS Volunteers was held in 1988. The camp takes place 

in Delhi between 1st and 31st January every year with 200 NSS selected volunteers who 

are good in discipline, March-past and cultural activities. 

A Contingent of selected NSS volunteers participates in the Republic Day Parade at 

Rajpath, New Delhi on 26th of January every year in accordance with the guidelines and 

requisition of the Ministry of Defence. 

4.      National Youth Festivals 

National Youth Festivals are organized every year from 12th to 16th January by the 

Government of India, Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports in collaboration with the State 

Governments in different parts of the country. Eminent guests, speakers and youth 

icons are invited to address and interact with about 1500 participating NSS volunteers 

during the National Youth Festivals. 


